THERE WAS NEVER ANYTHING
OFFICIAL ABOUT IT, BUT
THIS LOOSE GROUP SPAWNED
THE NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE!

The OHIO LEAGUE

By Bob Braunwart & Bob Carroll

Professiconal football came to Ohic in 1903 when the
Massillon Tigers, a strong asmateur team, hired four vet-
eran Pittsburgh pros to play in their season-ending game
against East Akron., The game was no small potatoes,
being billed as for the "Chio Tndependent. Fecotball cham-
rionship," an unafficizl title -- open to argument --
but tzken cuite sericusly by the teams and fans. The
pros proved a sound investment., Massillon won, 12-0,
and professionalism was launched in the Buckeye State.
The Tigers went a step farther by dividing the season's
profits among its home talen%t, thereby putting the whole
outfit on 1 professional basis,

The little eity of fassillon caught flack from most of
the major newspapers in northern Chio for its transgres-
sion against the amateur code, tut the following year saw
players paid in Salem, Akron, Lorain, Canton, Dover, Shel-
by, and doubtless any number ¢f other places that were
more circumspect about what they were doing with their
rioney., Charles Fecllis, an ovtstanding halfback, became
the first black pro football player when Shelby hired him
to a season-long contract, Massillon, with its team aug-
mented by still more Fittsburgh pros, spent 190L unde-
feated, winning most of its games with ridiculous ease.
Cleveland's Franklin A.C. was downed 56-6, but the top
performance of the season saw Marion, 0., crushed 1h8-0!

In 1905, the Canton Bulldogs were formed, primarily to
beat Massillon. The two cities -- both within Stark
County -- were natural rivals., Each team scrambled to
hire the best players in the country. Salaries soared.

For the first time fans began talking about the forma-
tion of a "pro football league."” Nothing came of it ab
the time, but the idea resurfaced almost every year,
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The first important game invelving a pro team ever to
be played in Cleveland grew out of the Canton-Massillon
rivalry. The Bulldogs signed to play the famous Carlisle
Tndian School team, the same school that produced Jim
Thorpe a few years later. To keep Massillon from bene-
fitting from the same box office attraction, Canton's
contract stipulated that the Indians could not play an-
other opponent within Stark County during 1905, Undaunt-
ed, Massillon scheduled a game apainst Carlisle at Cleve-
land, one week before the Indians were to be in Canton.
Reportedly, the crowd that came to Cleveland to watch
the Tigers win 8-L matched the one that showed up in Can-
ton to see the Bulldogs triumph 8-C,

As the time approached for the big showdown game be-
tween the two Stark County rivals, money flowed like
water, Each team tried to beef up its lineup by hiring
an extra star or two, Canton seemingly pulled a real



coup by securing Michigan's All-America halfback Willie
Heston for a record $600, but the star proved a bust,
gaining only a few yards against a stacked Massillon de-
fense. The 1h.h Thanksgiving Day win kept the champion-
ship in Massillon for the third straight year.

Except for the newly legalized forward pass, 1906 began
mch as 1905 ended, Canton and Massillon grabbed every
able-bedied football star in sight, while the other Chio
teams provided camon fodder in 31-0, 57-0, and 96-0 games,
This time the Bulldogs and Tigers scheduled a pair of
games for late November,

Canton won the opening round, 10-5, at Canton, It was
the first loss for Massillon since 1903, and the Bulldogs
were temporarily the toast of northern Chio, However, the
Tigers took the retwrn match at Massillon, 13-6, and kept
its state championship. By now, the title was openly

called the "professional championship," rather than the
*independent. "

Unfortunately, things turned ugly after the game. The
Massillon team manager, a newspaperman Ly trade, broke a
story that the second game had been "fixed" by Canton
coach Charles "Blondy" Wallace, Canton, which still had
a game left with Pemnsylvania's famous Latrobe team, re-
sponded that Massillon was simply trying to cripple its
arch rival financially by destroying the Bulldog-latrobe
gate. Charges and countercharges fouled the air, but
virtually no proof of wrongdoing emerged. In retrospect,
there was a great deal more smoke than fire.

Although long on vitriol, both teams had grown short
on money. After two years of shelling out sheckels to
every football player of nole within telegraphing distance,
both the Bulldogs and the Tigers had reached the end of
the financial line. After the Iatrobe game, Canton could
not pay its players, Blaming Massillon for discouraging
attendance with the fix charges, the Canton people vowed
never to play the Tigers again., The declsion was academic
because the Bulldogs were out of business and broke.

Massillon was hurting too, reportedly several thousand
.dollars in the hole. With Canton out of the picture, the
Tiger leaders decided to pull back from big stars and
bigger salaries to field a team made up mostly of home-
grown talent in 1%907. As it turmed out, they still had
encogh left to keep their championship for a fifth con-
secutive year, tut this was largely because the opposi-
tion was only so-so.

The fix charges in '06 have been said by some modegn
historians to have killed pro football in Ohio for almost
a decade, But a closer lock reveals the problem to have
been more money than moral -~ the fiscal disaster brought
on by salaries insupportable by atiendance. More impor-
tantly, pro football had not really been killed -- only
slightly wounded. TFor the next few years, teams across
the state followed Massilion's example of fielding mostly
loeal athletes at considerably reduced pay.

Although Alkron managed the state championship in 1908
and 1902, the undoubted master of this new brand of "cut
rate’ pro ball was Clevelander George "Peggy" Parratt
who took over the Shelby team. Parratt, who had quarter-
backed the '06 Massillon Tigers, was able to bind enocugh
good players to his personal entourage to win more often
than not, yet keep them playing at rates low enough to
allow him to turn a profit. He was sometimes unpopular
with his own men because of his niggardly ways, but they
stuck with him beceuse they could depend on being paid.

By 1910, Parratt's Shelby Blues were able to best the
Akron Indians twice and become state champs. A large
part of their success was due in no small part to Parratils
stildl excellent playing skills,

But Peggy Parrati was more than a player, a soach, op
manager., Most of all, he was a promoter. And, he had a
Master Flan for pro football == 2 "parity plan® almost
sevenly years ahead of its time.

He'd learned from his Massillon days that one-sided
victories did not fill the grandstand, dJust being good
wasn't good enough., To make money, 2 team needed closa,
exciting games against worthy rivals -- games that the
fans would beat dewn the gates to see,

After his Blues repeated as state champs in 1911, Par
ratt moved on to rebuild the Alron Indians. He was care
ful to leave enough good players in Shelby to keep the
team competitive. Some of the leftover talent went to
the Elyria A.C., west of Cleveland, putting a third wort
challenger in the field,

Meanwhile, Canton under Jack Cusack -- Parratt’s only
serious rival as a football promoter -- had been revital
ized for the 1912 season, The talent in Canton, Shelby,
Akron, and Elyria was largely native Ohio, but -- with
four first rate teams competing -- 1912 has been called
the "year of rebirth" for pro football in the state,
Elyria took the title, but all of the gemes among the bi
feur were close and most of them were profitable,

Parratt's Akron Indians won in 1913, but Cusack was
building a powerhouse at Canton. In 191k, his club even
managed a 6-0 win over the Indians, but the victory was
marred by tragedy. Bulldog center Harry Turner suffered
a broken back while making a tackle and died a few days
later. Supposedly, his last words were "I know I mst
go, but I'm satisfied, for we beat Peggy Parrattin

Sadly for legend, Parrati's Indians easily won the re
match to retain their championship.

By this time, fans often referred to the "Ohio League’
as though it was a real entity. There was never anythin
official about it, and its makeup changed from year to
Yyear. Essentially, the "league" was made up of those te:
that were strong encugh to be considered "major." in am
given year after 1912, that usually involved from three !
five teams in northeastern Ohio and, depending on their
fortunes, cne or two from Columbus, Cincinnati, Dayton, ¢
Toledo. The so-called "championship," which was every b
as unofficial as the “league," depended more on which te:
defeated what other team than it did on total won-lost
record. For example, a win over Canton was worth two or
three victories over lesser teams. Under these circum-
Stances, several seasons saw more than one team claiming
the championship after its final game, but usually the
sportswriters and fans reached some sort of consensus,

However, 1915 saw no clear title winner. FParratt tool
a year off and his Akron team collapsed. Shelby and Ely
were no longer competitive. The Columbus Panhandles and
Toledo Maroons were strong but lost key games, while the
Youngstovm Patricians went undefeated but only played a !
streng opponents.

For the first time in years, Massillon fielded a majo
team, one that was quickly christened the "Tigers" in a
to former glory. Naturally, Canton pecple began calling
Jack Cusack's crew the "Bulldogs." Many fans expected
championship to hinge on the two games scheduled between
the old rivals for late November,

In a move reminiscent of the old Bulldog-Tiger days,
Cusack went out and hired the best football player in the
world to oppose Massillon -- namely, Jim Thorpe, The
great Indian was a star at any sport he sei his mind to,
tut on a football field he was in a elass by himself,
Some players could run as well, some could pass, a few
Were on a par defensively, and a very few could kick



equally well, but no one at the time --.or possibly since
-- combined all these skllls to an equal degree of per-
fection. 5till, when fans heard that Thorpe had been

promised 5250 for each game, they figured Cusack had lost
his mind.

But the Canton manager had the last laugh. Thorpe's
presence so hyped the gate that the Bulldogs made a tidy
profit on both games. The laugh would have been heartier
had Therpe given Canton two victories. Massillon, however,
stopped him cold in the first contest to win 16-0. By the
second game, the Indian had his act together., He drop-
kicked one field goal and placekicked another to power a

6-0 win, The split left the "Ohio League Championshlp" in
a muddle.

More important than anything he did in any single game,
Thorpe's continued presence at Canton focused attention of
the whole country on Chio professional football., More
players of quality began arriving and both attendance and
salaries went up. Ohio sportswriters -- without blushing
-- began to trumpet the ™world professional champicnship.™
True, pro and semipro teams could be found from New England
to Iowa in nearly every town and hamlet with eleven able-
bodied men and a flat expanse of 100 yards, but they all

took on the aspect of minor leaguers; Ohio held the "majors.®

game as before the War, Parratt was unable to put toge-
ther a strong team, but Jimmy O'Deonnell, a minor promoter
in Cleveland, found the finaneial backing to field a good
elub to go with a lease to play at league Park. He called
them the Tigers. Akron had a new edition of the-Indians,
Midway through the season, they talked former Brown U. All-
American Fritz Pollard into joining the team, giving them
a running threat to match Thorpe at Canton, In addition
to opposition muscle, Pollard -~ one of the greatest black
pros -- often had to contend with vicious opposition pre-
judice. But even the most rabld bigots could be silenced
by his brilliant breakaway runs,

Some of the greatest names in football, ineluding Cus
Dorias and Xmute Rockne, played at Massillon. The Tigers
were up to their jocks in stars and over their helmets in
debt.

At Canton, Thorpe had two Indian running mates in Joe
CGuyon and Pete Calac and a finaneial interest in the team.
Jack Cusack was off in the Oklahoma oil fields seeking his
fortune., The team was left in charge of Thorpe and Ralph
Hay, an auto salesman. No matter who ran the show, the
Bulldogs were still the best in the business.

One thing had gotten much worse. The salary spiral,

The annual talk of forming a real pro league -- with Thorpe's intensified by player-bldding from strong new teams in

Canton Bulldogs as the capstone -- became more vocal than
ever before.

Although it was Ohio's largest city, Cleveland had never
put together a top flight professional football team, ut
things locked to be different in 1916, Native son Peggy
Parratt anncunced he was coming back to the foetball wars
with a team he called the Cleveland Indians. In addition
to some of the players from his championship Akron squads,
he talked Shorty Des Jardien, an All-American cenler from
Chicago, into migrating from the shore of lLake Michigan to
that of Lake Erie.

The results were good, but not good enough. Although
the team was able to gain a tie with star-laden Massillen,
two losses to Thorpe's Bulldogs in early November finished
its championship pretensions. Cleveland fans quickly lost
interest and Parratt's Indians vanished after a single
5eason.

Meanwhile, led by Thorpe, the Balldogs were easily the
class of the state., Massillen, a close second, got a tie
and a one-sided loss out of two games with the champs.

Things continued in the same track during the 1917 sea-
son. The Bulldogs seemed even stronger untll they were
upset in their last game by Massillon, 6-0. But the Tigers
had accumulated three losses by then, and no one paid much
attention when they argued that a single upset over the
Bulldogs constituted a legitimate claim to the state title,
The "Ohio League" was loose, but it wasn't unhinged.

Talk of a real league kept circulating but remained only
talk, None of the team managers wanted to bind himself to
the rules of a formal organization. Each preferred to be
free to steal a good player or two from a rival by offering
a little more money. AS a consequence, sSalaries were get-
ting ocut of hand, Massillon lost over $5,000 in 1917.

Thoughts of leagnes and football took a sabbatical for
the most part in 1918, as World War I with its "work or
fight" orders closed down most of the major teams. Only
the Dayton Triangles among the top clubs played a full
schedule, Coached and fullbacked by Earle "Greasy" Neale,

i the Triangles sasily romped through eight indifferent
opponents to ¢laim a title that no one cared much about,

By 1919, same things had changed but many were the

Chicago, Buffalo, Fhiladelphia and the Pennsylvania coal
fields, had put almest every team in Dhio in the red. By
mid-season, the Cleveland backers were practically pleading
for a formal league structure to put a clamp on costs,

By the time Thorpe nailed down still another champion.
ship with a hO-yard field goal against Massillon in the
traditional season-ender, the handwriting was virtually

screaming on the wall -- form a pro foothall league or go
under!

Finally, in 1920 -- with the Chio teams leading the
way -- football managers from mest of the important pro
teams in the country got together at Canton to form the
American Professional Football Association, the forerunner
of today's National Football League. Pro football was
not exactly saved in Ohio., Indeed, within a decade all
of the "0Ohio League" teams would go out of tusiness, but
-- despite enough red ink to paint the entire midwest --
the real league that they spawned would survive and grow,

WOHTO IEAGUE" CHAMPS, 1903-1919

1503
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
191L
1915
1916
1917
1918
1519

Massillon Tigers, 8-1-0
Massillon Tigers, 7-0-0
Massillon Tigers, 10-0-0
Massillon Tigers, 10-1-0
A11-Massillons, 7-0-1
Akron Indians, 8-0-1
Akxron Imdians, 9-0-0
Shelly Blues, undefeated
Shelby Blues, undefeated
Elyria Athletics, 8-0-0
Akron Indians, 8-1-2
Akron Indians, 8-2-1

no clear champion
Canton Bulldogs, 9-0-1
Canton Bulldogs, 9-1-C
Dayton Triangles, 8-0-0
Canton Bulldogs, $-0-1




MOST YARDS RECEIVING, GAME

303 Jim Benton, Cleve. vs. Det., 11/22/L5 (10 receptions)
302 Cloyee Box, Det. vs. Balt., 12/3/50 (12} .

272 Charley Hennigan, Hou. vs, Bos, {AFL}, 10/13/61 (13)
266 Del Shofner, N.Y.Giants vs, Wash., 10/28/62 (11}

257 Billy Howton, G.B. vs. L.A., 10/21/56 (7)

256 Sonny Randle, St.L. vs. N,Y.Giants, 11/L/62 (16)

255 Jerry Butler, Buff. vs. N.Y.Jets, 9/23/79 (10)

247 Art Powell, Oak. vs., Hou. (AFL), 12/22/63 (10)

246 Bob Hayes, Dall. vs. Wash., 11/13/66 (9)

21 Frank Clarke, Dall, vs, Wash., 9/16/62 (10)

o
Classy Catching 3 sriisee i el bags o

Tommy McDonald, Phil, vs, N.Y.Giants, 12/10/61 (7)
235 Puddy Dial, Pitt, vs, Clev., 10/22/61 (9)
232 Charley Hemnigan, Hou. vs. Buff. (AFL), 10/29/61 (9)
Lance Alworth, S.D. vs. K.C. (AFL}, 10/20/63 (9)

Compiled by Pete Palmer 231 Glenn Bass, Buff. vs. N.Y.Jets (AFL), 11/8/6L (8)

Dave Parks, S.F, vs. Balt., 10/3/65 (9)
228 Mac Speedie, Clev. vs. N.Y. (AAFC), 11/20/h9 {11}
Don Maynard, N,Y.Jets vs. Oak. {AFL}, 11/17/68 (10)
225 Bernie Casey, 5,F. vs. Chi.Bears, 11/13/66 (12}

MOST RECEPTIONS, GAME

13

Paul Warfield

MOST TOUCHDOWNS RECELVING, GAME

Tom Fears, L.A. vs. G.B., 12/3/50 (189 yards)
Clark Gaines, N.Y.Jets va. 5.F., 9/21/80 (160)
Sonny Randle, St.L. vs. N.Y.Giants, 11/L/62 (256}
Rickey Young, Minn, vs. N.E., 12/16/79 (116}

Joe Don locney, Fhil. vs. Wash., 12/1/40 (180)

Don Hutson, G.B. vs, N.Y.Giants, 11/22/h2 (13L)
Jim Keane, Chi.Bears va, N.Y.Giants, 10/23/L9 {193)
Ralph Heywood, N.Y.Bulldogs vs. Det., 12/l/L9 (151)
Tony Galbreath, N.0. vs. G.B., 9/10/78 (122)

Don Hutson, G.B. vs. Clev., 10/18/42 (209)

Charley Hennigan, Hou. vs, Bos. (AFL), 10/13/61 (272)
Jim Phillips, L.A. vs. G.B., 12/17/61

lance Alworth, S.D. vs. Bos. (AFL), 11/10/63 (210}
Mike Ditka, Chi, Bears v§. Wash., 10/25/6h (168}
Lionel Taylor, Den. vs. Oak. (AFL), 11/29/6l (112)
lance Rentzel, Dall. vs. Wash., 11/19/67 (223}
Bobby Anderson, Den. vs. Chi,Bears, 9/30/73 (143)
Iydell Mitchell, Balt. vs. N.Y.Jets, 12/15/7L (82)
Joe Washington, Balt. vs. K.C., 9/2/79 (130)

5  Bob Shaw, Chi.Cards vs. Balt., 10/2/50

h Joe Carter, Phil. vs. Cin., 11/6/3)
Don Hutson, @.B. ¥s, Det., 10/7/L5
Dante lavelli, Cleve. vs. L.A. (AAFC), 10/1k/L9
Bob Shaw, L.A. vs. Vash,, 12/11/L9
Cloyce Box, Det, vs, Balt., 12/3/50
Elroy Hirsch, L.A. vs, N.Y.Yanks, 9/28/51
Harlon Hill, Chi.Bears vs. S.F., 10/3L/5L
Mike Ditka, Chi.Bears vs. L.A., 10/13/63
Art Powell, Oak, vs. Hou, (AFL), 12/22/63
Roy Jefferson, Fitt. vs. Atl., 11/3/68
lance Alworth, S5.D, vs. Den. {AFL), 12/1/68
Ben Hawkins, Phil. vs. Pitt., 9/29/69
Dave Williams, St.L. vs. N.0., 11/2/69
Bob Hayes, Dall. vs. Hou., 12/20/70

Harold Jackson, L.A. vs. Dall,, 10/1L/73 Roy Jefferaon
Paul Warfield, Mia. vs. Det., 12/15/73

Ahmad Rashad, Minn. vs. 5.F., 9/2/79

Jerry Butler, Buff. vs. N.Y.Jets, 9/23/79

Farnest Gray, N.Y.Giants vs. St.L., 9/7/80



THE RAIDERS’S BEST

Who were the best players the Oakland Raiders ever had?

It's been more than a year now since The Coffin Cormer ran one of its popular "All-Time Team" surveys,
and certainly another one is long overdue, Many readers will remember that in 1979 mombers chose both an
all-time Creen Bay Packer team and an all-time Cleveland Brown team. The positions on the Brown team were
affected by a promotion run by a fast food chain in northern Ohioc. Fans were asked to vote their choices,
but. the selection possibilities did not differentiate beiween receivers, linebackers, or defensive backs,
"le matched our picks apgainst the food-fans' choices. Unfortunately, this caused a few pleyers to be chosen
"out of position." For example, the team has no true tight end. 5till we think our choices would beat the
food~fans' picks by a touchdown.

This time, members are asked to choose an all-time team for the defending Super Bowl Champs, the
Oakland Raiders, Members are asked to send their selections to The Coffin Cormer by August 1, 1981, Choose
two wide receivers, one tight end, two offensive tackles, two offensive guards, one center, one quarterback,
two running backs, and a kicker for all those extra points that this all-star offense would get to try. Then,
on defense, pick two defensive ends, two defensive tackles, a middle linebacker, two outside linebackers, two
corner backs, and twe safeties. Don't forget to get a Quy to punt. {Cuch!) And, of course, choose someone
to coach this squad.

We'll be looking forward to sesing which players other P.F.R,A. members choose (even though we are sure
that OUR choices are the best).

Here are the Green Bay and Cleveland squads selected in 1979.

P.F.R.A.'s ALL-TTHMFE GREEN BAY PACKER TTAM P,F.,R.A,'s ALL-TIME CLEVELAND BROWN TEAM
Offense Offense
WR - Don Hutson, 1935-1945 ™R - Paul Warfield, 196L-1969, 1976-1977
YR - Johnny Blood, 1929-1933, 1935-1936 ﬁ% - gari;Cgilln;? 1igﬁglg7§6
TE - Ron Kramer, 1957, 1959-196L e D;:k Sch;elt;, 1959-19 :
8§ - Eﬁiréitk“”agg’ Lo 2s0=1570 OT - Mike MeCormich 108), 5352
-ui - - a » -
0G - Jerry Er.;mzz,lléggfwsa 0G - Gene Hickerson, 1958-1960, 1962-1973
0G - Mike Michalske, 1929-1937 23 - ;be Eigzznﬁilgggﬂégggsé
C - Jim Ringo, 1953-1963 - Franl ski, o
S A0 e
= Jim Taylor - - r 3 =
RB - Paul Hornung, 1957-1962, 196-1966 FB -~ Marion Motley, 15461953
K - Don Chandler, 1965-1967 K - Lou Grosza, 19L46-1959, 1961.1967
Defense Defense
DE ~ Willie Davis, 1960-1969 DF - Len Ford, 1950-1957
DE - Cal Hubbard, 1929-1935 DFE - Paul Wiggin, 1957-1967
DT - Henry Jordan, 1959-1969 DT - Bob Gain, 1952, 195L4-196l
DT - Dave Hanner, 1952-198) DT - Jerry Sherk, 1970-1980

Vince Costello, 1957-1566
Jim Houston, 1960-1972
Bill Willis, 1946-1953
Frich Barnes, 1965-1971
- Varren Lahr, 1949-1959
- Bernie Parrish, 1959-1%56
- Tommy James, 1948-1955
- Horace Gillem, 1%47-19%56

ML - Ray Nitschke, 1958-197

IB - Dave Robinson, 1963-1972
IB - Bill Forester, 1953-1963
CB - Herb Adderley, 1961-1969
CB
S
3
P

- Willie Buchanan, 1972-1978
- Willie Wood, 15560-1971

- Bobby Dillon, 1952-1959

- Verne Lewellen, 1921;-1932

w88 EE
'

2]

Coach: Vince Lombardi, 1959-1967 leroy Kelly, 1964-1973



DANTE B. LAVELLI
Born: February 23, 1923, at Hudson, O,

Height: 6-0 Weight: 191
School: Chic State University

In 19L6, when Dante Lavelli turned pro,
he seemed an unlikely candidate for
stardom. He'd played in only three
college games as a sophomore in 1943
and then entered the service. 3ut the
new All-America Football conference tas
a good place for a player vith talent
but ne reputation to get started, and
Coach Paul Browm had faith in him., He
possessed size, speed, Intelligence,
and a pair of oversized hands that
quickly won him the niclname "Glue
Fingers." In his first year, he led
the AAFC in receiving and was named to
the All-Conference Team, the first of
many honors.,

Through his first seven seasons, he
paired with Mac Speedie, giving the
Browns the best brace of ends to be

found on any pro team, They complemented
each other brilliantly. %hen Speedie
defected to Canada before the 1953 season,
Lavelli continued his stellar play without
missing a beat.

In his eleven seasons, Lavelli played on
ten divisional or league championship
teams. A real clutch performer, he caught
2} passes in six NFL title games,
including eleven in the 1950 game/

Y
% PASS RECEIVING ——
/ %' Year Team 1g G Ne Yds Avg ™
% 1946 Cleveland Browns  AAC 1h #)0 #8h3 21.8 8
HONORS 1947 Cleveland Browns AAC 13 L9 799 16,3 9
1948 Cleveland Browns  AAC 8 gg tgg }?.g 5
1949 Cleveland Browns AAC 10 3 7
; ekl L 1950 Cleveland Browns NFL 12 37 565 15.3 5
N AL1-NFL 1951 Cleveland Browns NFL 12 L3 586 13.6 3
@4 U.P.: 1951, 1953 1952 Cleveland Browns NFL 8 21 336 16.0 N
Sporting News: 1951, 1953 1953 Cleveland Browns NFL 12 hs 783 17.h 6
Pro Bowl 1954 Cleveland Browms NFL 12 L7 Bo2 17.1 7
1952, 195),, 1955 1955 Cleveland Browns NFL 12 31 ko2 15.9 th
E 1 1956 Gleveland Browns NFL 11 20 3L 17.2 1
Pro Football — — = — =3
Hal} ofSFa.me 11 years 12l 386 6488 16.8 62

197
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One of the joys of looking through old newspapers
is the wealth of stories you can find. This one was
in a 19L6 paper:

Quote, unquote -- Bert Bell, new National
Football League boss, has never claimed to be
publicity-minded .... Once, when he coached
the Eagles, an assistant told him of a pros-
pect who wrote, in answer tc a question con-
cerning his top sports accomplishment, "Play-
ing college and high school football with a
weak heart,m

"Sign him up, Bert," the aid urged, "then
we can advertise that he may die on the fieldin

Bell admits he refused.

¥* 3 #

A complete report on P.F.R,A.'s anmual meeting will
be in the August issue of the Corner. However, we
would like to report the proposed by-laws were accepted
by the membership, and as a result there will be three
types of memberships -- Individual, Institutional, and
Honorary. Ve mention this now so that you can note it
in your new mermbership directory which you should be
receiving soon.

Alsc, so that you can keep your directory up to date,
the Corner will publish the complete addresses of new
members from now on,

* 3* *
And speaking of new members, we'd like to welcome:

John Bvers/ké Concord Dr., RR #h/Carmi, IL 62821

John Eisenhardt/P.C. Box 111/Port Jefferson Station,
NY 11776

‘Sports Information Resource Centre/333 River Road/
Vanier, Ontarioc L1L 8B9

Tony Atchison/109 Spring Valley Loop/Altamonte
Springs/Fla. 32701

Tom Hoffman/New England Patriots/Schaefer Stadium/
Route 1/Foxbore, Mass, 02035

Rick Smith/San Diego Chargers/San Diego Stadium/
P.0. Box 20666/San Diego, Calif. $2120

¥ ¥* ¥

And, speaking of the membership directory, everyone
should remember that the information contained therein
is to be used by P.F.R.A, members only.

* +* *

Kit Crissey, who recently joined P,F.R.A., is the
president of SABR. Although Kit is a Philadelphian,
his greatest FF thrill came when he was thirteen years
old and a New York Giant fanatic. That was in 1958
when Pat Summerall's L$-yard field goal in the fourth
quarter in the snow beat the Brovms, 13-10, and tied
New York for the Eastern Division crown.

Kit says he vas a very happy fellow after that kick,
but perhaps nc happier than he was a few years later
when he had an experience we might all envy,

"In May, 1972, I had taken a part-time job as the film

courier for WRVI-TV Cannel & Action News in Philadelphia
and begun gradvate work at Temple University the follow-
ing month. At every Eagles home game from 1972 through
1975, I arrived at Veterans Stadium around 12 p.m., par-
took of the lavish and delicious brunch; watched the
first half of the game from the camera booth on the 300
level, which was right next to the Eagles' broadeasting
booth; brought the first half film back to the station
in my car after eating dinner in the press dining area
during intermission; hustled back to the stadium to see
the end of the game; then munched on cold-cut sandwiches
and drank a few sodas in the dining area while watching
the 1:00 p.m. game on TV and occasionally chatting with
spotter Bill Friel, former Eagles great Steve Van Buren,
or other acquaintances.

¥hat a gravy train that was!
as fortunate again!r®

I guess T'11 never be

# ++ *

Pictured below is the latest offering of ocur staff
artist: The All-Pro Squad of the 1920s as chosen by the
Hall of Fame Selection Cormittee. This black and red
on white poster is 11" x 17", The price is %1.50 per
poster, plus 25¢ per order to cover postage.

If you want to be the first kid on your block bo, ete.,
write to The Coffin Cormer.

Lig!
ALL-PRO SQUAD
OF THE 1920s




ABOUT FPFRA:

The Professional Football Researchers Association was
founded as a non~profit organization on Jume 22, 1979,
at Canton, Ohio, The purpose of the asseciation is to
foster the study of professional football as a gignifi-
cant social and athletic institution, It further hopes
to establish an accurate historical account of profes-
gional football and to disseminate research information,

Membership im P,F.R.A. is open to anyone with a sin-
cere interest in the history of professional football or
related subjects. Members receive: twelve issues of The
Coffin Corner, the official newsletter/magazine of the
P.F.R.A,; the opportunity to submit material to be con-
sidered for publication in the newsletter/magazine; an
end of year Directory of Membership; a specially pre-
pared association publication to be dffered at the end
of the year at a membership discount; and a P,F R.A,
Membership Card,

To join, write to P,F,R.A./ 218 Wise St., N.E./ N.
Canton, 0./ 44720,

To help defray operational expenses of the associa-
tion, reasonsble dues of $15 per year have been set.

The Coffin Corner
12870 Rt. 30
N, Huntingdon, PA 15642




