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THE DISCARDED CHAMPIONSHIP

Pottsville, Pennsylvania, will never be a tourist
mecca., Still, it's a pleasant little towm of 20,000
or so on the southern tip of the anthracite region,
the home of the Arrow Shirt, boasts a 50-foot statue
of Henry Clay, and is friendly to almost anybody ex-
cept representatives of the National Football League,
Some Pottsville citizens believe the NFL played thelr
town fast and loose nearly sixty years ago and they
are still waiting for the league to apologize.

Since the NFL last apologized for anything about
the time Red Orange was a freshman, the Permsylvanians
might Just as well stop carrying their grudge and go
back to stitching shirts. TYet, every couple of years
— Just when the rest of the football world has for-
gotten about Pottsville — somebody writes an article
called "The Stolen Championship" or "The Tragedy of
Pottaville,” and the whole story — or rather, Potts-
ville's version of it — returns like an onion-laden
meal,

That distinction — "Pottsville's version" — is
important because their story is Just the opposite of
their Henry Clay statue. If you actually go to the
statue instead of reading the Pottaville brochure,
you'll discover it is five feet of Henry Clay and 45
feet of base. If you actnally check into the story
of the "stoclen championship" instead of swallowing
the Pottsville propaganda, you'll discover it is a
tale with no base at all.

Which is not to say that the nice pecple of Potts-
ville are barefaced liars, Like Don Quixote, they are
simply unaware of their true situation. What follows
is as mch for those nice folks as for the rest of the
football world, in hope that they will at last cease
+ilting at the NFL windmill and be proud of their very
real accomplishments. They had a heck of a good team
in 1925, but the NFL did not swipe a championship from
it.

As a maetter of fact, Pottsville threw it away them-
selves,
* * *

By Joe Horrigan, Bob Brammwart & Bob Carroll




THE MAROONS JOIN THE NFL

Most of the action of this story happened in 1925,
ut let's set the scene first,

Like nearly every other wide spot in the road,
Fottsville fielded commmnity teams before World War I,
When the boys came back from Over Thers, scme of them
got down to serious football. The All-Service Team of
1919, made up of former doughboys, was a cui above
anything previcusly seen on a Pottaville gridiron. The
local miners found a source of pride as well as pleas-
ant Sunday relaxation in watching the exploits of their
team, At the same time, neighboring coal commmnities,
such as Shenandoah, Coaldale, Gilberton, and Mount Car-
mel were also playing a atronger brand of football.
Predictably, things escalated as teams began to load up
with imported professiocnal talent.

The whole eastern Permsylvania-New Jersey area un-
derwent a pro football explosion in the early 1920's,
with particularly strong teams in Philadelphia and At-
lantic City. Pottsville's team was able to hold its
own against .the best of them.

In 1924, team manager Dr. J.G. Striegel declded to
spruce up his charges, He called Joseph Zacko, owner
of a local sporting goods store, and placed an order
for 25 matching jerseys. '"The color isn't important."
When Zacko delivered 25 maroon-colored jerseys, the
team gained a niclkname,

The Marcons also gained a somewhat shady reputation
with the NFL that year when they signed three former
stars of the 1923 Champion Canton Bulldogs. FPete Hen-
ry, larry Conover, and Harry Robb had refused to go
with the 'Dogs when the team was sold to Cleveland.
Instead, they jumped out of the NFL all the way to
Pottsville, a c¢lear indication of the kind of salaries
they were paying in the coal reglon, Other Maroon
players included tackle Gus Sonnenberg, ends Doggie
Julian and Vic Emarmel, and backs Barney Wentz and
Tony latone, Few NFL teams could boast of that many
recognized stars,

Not surprisingly, the Maroons rolled through a very
successful season, finishing 12-1-1. The only loss
came in the season finale when they were upset, 10-7,
by the Rochester Jeffersons, an NFL team.

NFL President Joe Carr was not pleased to ses stars
1ike Pate Henry, a future Hall of Famer, deserting the
league to play for an independent coal region teanm,
but there wasn't much he could do about it. The league
had no powers over the Maroons, and legal action would
have besn laughed out of any Pemmsylvania court. Moving
on Henry could only prove counter-productive since the
struggling NFL — awash in red ink and needing every
box office attraction it could get -- badly wanted the
big tackle back. Instead of issuing thundering pro-
mneios, Carr adopted a persuasive tact, wheedling with
Henry throughout the 192h season. Finally, for 1925,
an NFL team was set up in Canton %o be run by Henry,
Fobb, Conover and several other homesick former Bull-
dogs.

Maarwhile, the Pottsville Maroons under Dr. Strie-
gel believed themselves equal io any team in the world.
Apparently they were encouraged in this belief by Carr.
st the leagus's August (1925) meeting, Pottsville ap-
plied for and received a franchise in the National
Football League.

Carr's motives in embracing Fottsville were probably
two, In the first place, he added a strong team to the
ranks of the league, and, while the Maroons' home field
== tiny Minersville Park - was not conducive to lucra=-
tive paydays, the team promised to be a strong aittrac-
tion on the road, Secondly, the addition of a coal re~-
gion team gave Carr's predominently midwestern league
another payday stop for teams touring the east. Fotts-
ville's proximity to Fhiladelphia was handy indeed. The
Frankford Yellowjackets — Frankford is a Philadelphia
suburb ~ were not permitted to play home games on Sun-
day because of Pennsylvania Blue Laws. The hardy min-
ers of Pottsville had no such scruples, Therefore,
convenient scheduling lent itself to a visitor playing
at Frankford on Saturday and then zipping up to Potia-
ville for a Sunday game.

Although money was at the root of the NFL's award-
ing the Maroons a franchise, it no doubi crossed a
few NFL minds that this gave the leagre a handy cudgel
to hold over Pottsville'!s head, If the Maroons were
to play in the NFL, they would be forced to follow the
NFi's rules. The most cbvious example was that the
Maroons could no longer serve as a convenient shelter
for disgruntled team jumpers such as Pete Henry.
Ironically, when the crunch came, it had nothing to do
with player-jumping. Instead, the Maroons were to run
afoul of an even more sacrosanct NFL rule, and their
indiscretion was to keep the 1925 season forever em-
broiled in controversy.

But that was months in the future. For the moment,
Dr. Striegel put to work assembling a strong team for
the Maroons' first NFL season.

He'd lost Henry, Robb, and Conover back to Cantong
Julian and Emamuel also left; and Gus Sonnenberg moved
on to Detroit, However, Striegel was able to sign the
Stein brothers, Herb and Russ, to hold down center and
one tackle position. Both had been college All-Amerl-
cas and contirmed their excellent play through several
pro seasons. Fuss Hathaway, a huge veteran and one of
the best lined up as the second tackle. Duke Obborm,
who excelled in using a baseball cap for a helmet, and
Frank Racis, with no college experience but lots of
talent, tock over the guard spois.

Joining Latone and Wentz in the backfield were
breakaway threat Hoot Flanagan, former Army greal Wal-
ter French, and a clever quarterback from Lafayette,
Jack Emst. Latone has been compared with Nagurski as
a plunger and the others all could fiy, Ernst was a
feared passer.

Topping this collection of stars was Charlie Berry,
possibly the best athlete on the team. After a spec-
tacular career at lafayette, he signed both baseball
and football contracts. He played 11 years of major
league baseball and then became a respected umpire, On
the gridiron, his defensive work would have made him a
star, but he was better known as a dangerous pass re-
ceiver. As a placekicker, he ranked with the best in
the NFL. a

To coach this awesoms collection of stars, Striegel
signed Dick Ramch, who had served apprenticeship as an
assistant to respected Dick Harlowe at Colgate. That
made pretty good credentials for an NFL coach. Most
of the leaders arcund the league were little more than
on-field captains.

After a tune-up victory over a non-league foe, the
Marcons entertained Buffalo and blasted the Bisons,
28-0, for their first NFL victory. Unaccountably,




they went flat the next week and the Providence Steam
Roller, another new team to the NFL, held them to a
6-0 loss,

However, the Maroons righted themselves and for the
next five Sundays they were unscored upon while show-
ing an unstoppable offense. Included in the five vie-
tories was a revenge 34-0 win at Providence,

Just as Pottsville's miners were beginning to think
of a championship, the team was upset at Frankford,
20-0. The next day, back at friendly Minersville
Park, they got back on track with a tough win over
Rochester, After an easy win over 192L champion
Cleveland,,the Maroons ambushed Frankford at Miners-
ville and humiliated them, 49-0. By now, the local
press was happily declaring the Maroons the best team
in the world. They'd completed November with a 9-2-0
record.

But, out in Chicago, Chris O'Brien's Cardinals
were enjoying a rare good season., Ied by the great
Paddy Driscoll, the Cards stood at 9-1-1, leaving the
Maroons a half game behind in the standings. Clear-
ly, it seemed, a game between the iwo would settle
the 1925 champiconship.

The battle was scheduled for Sunday, December 6,
at Chicago's Comiskey Park,
* * *

THE ““POTTSVILLE VERSION”’

It is at this point — the week before and the week
following the Cardinal-Maroon game — that the "Potts-
ville version" and the facts begin to diverge. The
differences are somotimes subtle and, for the most
part, based on an insufficient lmowledge of the way
things were in 1925, Nevertheless, the sum total is
to make the "Pottsville version" as leaky as a two-
dollar dinghy.

Here is how they tell the story in Pottsville:

The Cardinal-Maroon game was billed as "a post-
season affair to settle without question the champion-
ship of the pro league." Led by Walter French and
Herb Stein, the Maroons won easily and thus won the
1925 championship as well,

One week later, the Maroons played another post-
season game, this time with the Notre Dame All-Stars,
a team made up of former Notre Dams players, includ-
ing the famed Four Horsemen. Pottsville defeated the
All-Stars, 9-7, in what Pottsville loyalists insist
should be regarded as the first Professional vs, Col-
lege All.Star game, ‘

The game was played in Philadelphia's Shibe Park,
which was located within the protected territory of the
Frankford Yellowjackets. According to Pottsville s the
Jdackets were bitter rivals of the Maroons, and, there-
fore, maliciously protested the game as a violation of
their territorial rights. Although the protest came
both after the official end of the season and after the
game 1tself had been played, league president Carr up-
held Frankford and ordered the Maroons stripped of
their champlonship. Most dastardly of all, this came
after the league had given verbal permission to the
Maroons to go ahead with the game. In order to "fix
up"” the official standings, Carr ordered the Cardinals

to play two extra games against teams that had already
disbanded for the season. This was hurridly done. The
Cards, naturally, won both games easiliy to go a half
game ahead in the standings and finish as the "synthetic

champion.™

Although shorn of most of its outrage, that is the
story as told by Pottsville for nearly 60 years., If
consistency is a virtus, the little town belongs with
the saints, However, "consistency" and "acecurscy" are
two very different words ending in "y." The Pottsville
version zlso ends with a '"why." After all these years,
YHY has the NFL refused to right such an apparently ob-
vious wrong?

It certainly wasn't because Pottaville suffered in
silence,
* * *

A PETITION REJECTED

In 1962, same 37 years after the event, the Potte-
ville story again gained national attention,

Dick McCann, the first director of the new Fro Foot-
ball.Hall of Fame in Canton, Chio, was searching for
significant football artifacts when he ran into Joe
7acko, 84111 ovmer of Zacke's Sporting Goods, the offi-
cial cutfitter of the Maroons team, For years Zacko
had been carrying the torch for his old frisnds, the
Marocns, telling his story to anyone with time enough
to listen, Zacko found McCann an eager listener, es-
pecially after he presentsd the director with some
Pottsville football mementos, Encouragsd by MeCann, a
cormittee, chaired by Zacko, rsquested and was granted
an opportunity to present the Pottsvilie case to the
NFL cwners at their Jamary 1963 meeting,

In a letter to NFL commissioner Pete Rozelle, the
comnittee stated, "On behalf of the citizens of Schuyl-
kill County, we kindly request your consideration for
action on the part of the National Football League to
correct the 1925 championship records," The commlt-
tes's petition further stated that the "erronsous ac-
tion" token by the league was the result of an invalid
rrotest filed by the Frankford Yellowjackets, Three
reasons for invalidity were given:

1, The Potieville Maroons had verbal permission from
Joseph Carr, Fresident of the NFL who later ree
fused to confirm this authoriszation although seve
eral men offer testimony to this fact today,

2, The game was played after the close of the
NFL season and under the rules of the period
it is certainly questionable that NFL jurisdic-
tion should have extended beyond the playing
date, December 6, 1925,

3. Since the game with Notre Dame was an exhibition
event, 1t certainly could not affect the league
standing and, if a pemalty were required, it
should not have been greater than a monetary fine.

The Pottsville petition was referred to a three-man
comnittee,consisting of Jack Mara of the New York Giants,
Art Rooney of the Pittsburgh Steelers, and Frank McNamee
of the Fhiladelphia Eagles, for further study. Four
months later at the May league meeting, the comilttee
made ite report. After listening to the findings and
recormendations, the leagne owners voted 12-2 in favor



of leaving the standings as they were.
* * *

CHAMPIONSHIP GAME THAT WASN’T

To understand what really happened in 1925, you must
know a little more about the time than what FPottaville
tells. Additionally, you must keep the chronology of
events carefully in mind. Let's start with November 26
-~ Thanksgiving Day,

On that snowy Thuraday, Red Grange turned pro, and
everything in professional foothall went slightly askew.
- He joined the Chicage Bears at Wrigley Field for their
battle with the Cardinals. Faddy Driscoll!s magnificent
punting kept the Redhead at bay all afternoon, and the
game ended in a scoreless tie, the deadlock that kept
the Cards a half game ahead in the standings,

The most significant aspect of Grange's debut was the
crowd, More than 36,000 people — the largest crowd ever
to witness a pro football game — braved the snow to see
Crange in action. Although the Bears made out like ban-
dits, Cardinal boss Chris 0'Brien -— who was losing money
with a better team — had opted for the standard guaran-
tee instead of a share of the gate,

On Sunday, November 29, while Pottsville pummelled
Frankford at Minersville, the Cardinals edged Rock Is-
land, 7-0, before a meager crowd, Meanwhile, a full
20,000 turned out to see Grange lead the also-ran Bears
over the s0-so Columbus Tigers., Clearly, the name of
the game had changed. For the time being, championships
conld tske a back seat while everyone scrambled to get
rich quick by playing the fabulous Redhead.

December arrived and Grange departed Chicago with the
Bears to play seven road games in less than two weeks.
Turing that time, his box office magic wonld be unavail-
able to Chris O!'Brien., The Cardinal owner settled for
the next-best choice and scheduled the Marocne for the
£irst Sunday of the month.

No doubt prompted by O'Brien, the Chicago papers as
early as December 3, began publicizing the upcoming
clash. The Trilune observed: "The game is assuming
propertions of a pro football world series." The next
day 1t reported: "The fans appear to have warmed to the
spectacle of the two strongest pro teams in the league
battling for the title and the sale of seats at Spald-
ing's 211 South State street yesterday was heavy." On
December 5, the Trib explained the significance of the
game: "Manager O'Brien scheduled the game as a poste
seagon affajr 1o settle without questiocn the champion-
ship of the pro league. The Cardinals could hang up
their moleskins and quit as champions, but Driscoll's
men refuse to quit until they have had a chance at the
eastern champions,”

The only problem with all this tub-thumping was that
the game was for the league leadership rather than for
the championship because it was not a "post-season"
game at all. As a matter of fact, the season had two
more weeks to go after the Cards and Maroons met! This
is possibly the most important misunderstanding in
Pottsville's version of the story.

To explain the mix-up which confused Pottsville, the
Chicago Tribune, and, perhaps at the time, even Chris
0'Brien, we must take a quick tour through the league's
first five years, In both 1920 and 1921 (when the
league was called the American Professional Football

Association), the championship races ended in dispute,
partly because of disagreement at to what games to
count and partly because no firm decision had been
reached as to when to stop playing., With the champ-
ionship based on win-loss percentage, in theory, a

team could play right on through April, racking up wins
until its percentage topped its fellows. In 1922 and
1923, the Canton Bulldogs went undefeated, thus avoiding
any controversy. However, the NFL could not expact an
undefeated champion every year, and before the 192, sea-
son began, the owners decided the season should end on
November 30 with the team owning the best percentage at
that time considered the champion. 411 games played
after that date were to be considered exhibitions, Iron-
ically, the proposal for this cutoff date was made by
Chicago Bear co-owner Dutch Sternaman, and a week into
December the Bears defeated the Cleveland Bulldogs, the
team with the top percentage on November 30, The Bears
began calling themselves champions, Nevertheless, at
the league's Jamiary 1925 meeting, President Joe Carr,
backed by most of the league cwners but tucking the pow-
erful infiuence of George Halas, ruled that the NFL had
to follow its own rules. Cleveland was declared the
champion.,

At this same meeting, a more
agreoed upon for the 1925 season

realistic end date was
= December 20,

At the August meeting — the one at which Pottaville
Joined the league -~ a schedule of games was okayed,
Most histories indicate hit-or-miss scheduling in the
NFL's early years, but that is not pracisely true. By
1925, the league was able to put together a complete
schedule up to a point and publish it before the season
began, But, and this no doubt added toc the confusien,
the fina) listed scheduled games were on December 6.

The idea was that, by that date, all of the league teams
would fulfill their obligation to play a required number
of games (eight games against eight different clubs),
The poor draws that stood to lose their jerseys if they
contimed to play among December's snowflakes could
rack it in for the year. Those teams that could still
make money could schedule each other through December
20. The Cardinal-Marcon game, which was not on the
original schedule, was just such a game,

To help fans cope with this open-ended schedule,
teams that expected to take advantage of it sometimes
published a note in their hame game programs similar
to the one found in the Detroit Panthers! program of
November 11: "Al) games played up to and including De-
cember 20 will count in the League standings."

And that is the essential point. When the Marooms
defeated the Cardinals on December 6 and newspapers
around the country rushed to declare Pottsville the
NFL Champions, they were a bit premature. The Maroons
had merely taken over the league lead. The season
still had two weeks to go, Anything could happen.

It nearly dig.

O’BRIEN TRIES FOR RED

The day before the Cardinal-Maroon game, Red Grange
drew 36,000 to Shibe Park in Philadelphia to watch the
Bears defeat Frankford. The next day, more than 60,000
came to New York's Polo Grounds as the Bears topped the
Giants,

Chris 0'Brien believed he had a good possibility of



landing Grange for a season-closing, December 20, game
with his Cardinals, He also knew he could enhance his
chances by reclaiming first place in the league stand-
ings. Therefore, he tried an end run.

On Tuesday, December 8, he amounced the Cards would
play the Harmond Pros on the following Saturday. The
next day, he announced another game to be played on
Thursday, December 10, against the Milwaukee Badgers.

OBrien’'s Intent was obvious, Two victories over
S0-50 opponents would give his team a better percentage
than Pottsville, thms — according to the Chicago Tri-
bune — "forcing another contest with the Bears." That

a rematch with Grange was the most important object of
O'Brien's parlay was shown when he met with C.C. Pyle,
Orange's perscnal manager, hefore announcing the Mil-
waunkee game,

Although both Hammond and Milwaukee had disbanded
for the season, the Pros were able to call together
nearly their whole regular lineup and put up a good
struggle before falling, 13-0, The Milwaukee game
two days before was a different matter, Their lineup
was so patched together with unfamiliar faces that
O'Brien decided to throw open the gates and forge any
admission charge, Paddy Driscoll didn't even play as
the Cards romped, 59-0,

The dates of these two games are aignificant. Potts-
ville has always contended that Joe Carr cordered the
Cardinals to play them after the Pottaville-Notre Dame
All-Star game, Instead, the Milwaukee affair took place
two days before (Dec. 10) and the Harmond game was on
the sape date (Dec. 12) as the Notre Dame game. Moreov-
er, Chicago Tribune stories mske it clear that the idea
of outflanking Pottsville with two extra games origina-
ted not with Carr but with Chris O'Brien,

Ironically, the purpose of all O'Brien's maneuvering
went down the drain during the same week. HRed Grange
suffered an injured arm in a non-league game at Pitts-
burgh. Doctors ordered him out of action. Vhether the
Cardinals were in first place or not, there would be no
rich payoff against Grange on December 20.

O'Brien didn't even try to schedule another team for
the season's final dsy. That would have only cost him
more money. As far as any claim to the championship,
he let that turn on the resolution of the curious events

taking place in Pennsylvania.
»* * *

THE WRONG PLACE FOR THE IRISH

Until the Maroons went to Chicago, there was a dis-
tinct odor of fish emanating from their record. On no
fewer than seven different occasions during 1925 Potts-
ville played teams the day after the same clubs had
fought a Saturday game at Frankford. Not surprisingly,
Pottsville won six of the encounters. Some critics won-
dered what the Maroons' record might have been had all
their cpponents been fresh., However, the 21-7 victory
over the Cardinals quieted speculation to the extent
that most fans were willing to accept Pottsville as the
top team in the league.

Certainly, the fans in Pottsville had already decided
the Maroons were the champs. At the same time, someone
there realized the season had not yet been completed. A
game was scheduled with the Pottsville Steam Roller for
Sunday, December 13,

But Pottsville was much more intent on the day before

Natlonal Football League.
. *

— Saturday, December 12, In a burst of enthusiasm, Dr,
Striegel had signed a contract with Frank Schumann, a
Philadelphia promoter, to play a team of former Notre
Dame players at Shibe Park. The game figured to be a
big moneymaker; next to Grange, Notre Dame was the big-
gest name in football, To Pottsville's way of thinking,
the Marcons had already won the NFL championahip — a
victory over the Irish would mean the "world" title.

In later years, Pottsville supporters tried to pass
the contest off as the first pro-college all-star game,
a forerunner of the Chicago extravaganza which for so
many years kicked off the grid season. This it certain-
1y was not. Nearly all of the Notre Dame men had al-
ready appesared in one professional uniform or another,
some of them for several seasons. And All-Star teams
were a fairly common occurance. On Thursday, December
10 — two days before the Notre Dame game — an all-star
team that included Russ and Herb Stein of the Maroons
defeated the Bears at Pittsburgh in the game that saw
Grange injured.

All this flummery aside, Dr. Strisgel had badly over-
Played his hand. Shibe Park was clearly inside the pro-
tected territory of the Frankford Yellowjackets — the
Jackets had just played there on December 5 against
Grange and Co. — and to secure its home territory was
one of the main reasons a team purchased a franchise
in the NFL. 411 this night not have seemed so awful
had the Yellowjackets disbanded for the season, tut, as
a matter of fact, they were scheduled to go against
Cleveland across town at Frankford Stadium on December
12 — the same day! In other words, Dr, Striegel had
signed a contract to go head-to-head against s fellow
member of the league!

As ludicrous as it may seem, Striegel always told
reporters that he had received verbal permission over
the telephone from the league before signing the con-
tract. On close questioning, he admitted that the
verbal go-zhead hadn't come from Carr, the only person
who could grant it, but instead from the league secre-
tary. On at least one occasion, Striegel even named
the secretary — Jerry Corcoran. The only problem with
that, scenario was that the NFL secretary was Carl
Storck! Jerry Corcoran was manager of the Columbus
Tigers and had no more power to set league policy than
Striegel himself,

Frankford did not have to lodge a protest. As soon
as Carr heard about the Notre Dame game, messagas began
descending on Striegel, all of the "thou shalt not"
variety. The Pottaville people later sccused Carr of
delivering his verdict omly after the game had been
played. Carr always maintained he warned Striegel three
times before the game, spelling out the consequences.
Why should we believe Carr, aside from the fact that he
never ldentified the league secretary as Jerry Corcoran?
Simply because pre-game newspaper stories also detajled
vhat was likely to happen to Pottsville and its "champ-
ionship" if they went ahead with the affair,

Striegel hesitated. He asked Carr if the league
would cover the loss {and probable law suit) if he
backed cut of his contract. Carr offered all reasona-
ble protection tut the NFL wasn't going to pick up the
tab for Striegel's impetuosity. For publication, Strie-
gel was all bluster. He'd never backed out of a con-
tract before, he insisted, and he wasn't going to do
it now, conveniently forgetting his obligation to the ,

+* *



THE AXE FALLS

On Saturday, December 12, four things happened.

The Pottsville Maroons defeated the Notre Dams All-
2tars, 9-7, on the strength of a Charlie Berry fleld
goal before a disappointing erowd of 8,000.

The Cleveland Bulldogs defeated the Yellowjackets,
3-0, at Frankford Stadium before another 8,000 — about
half what the popular team normzlly drew at home.

Dr. J.G. Striegel received a telegram from Joe Carr
stating that the Pottaville Maroons had been fined $500,
suspended from all rights and privileges (ineluding the
right to compete for the championship, of course), and
had thelr franchise forfeited to the league.

The Providence Steam Roller received word that they
were not to be permitted tc play Pottsville the next
day. It took $4ili worth of long-distance telephone
calis for Providence to hurridly fix up a substitute
game with Frankford,

By Sunday, all of these things were public know-
ledge,

Alsco on Sunday, without Red Grange and after return-
ing a good deal of money to disappointed fans, the
Bears lost to the New York Giants at Wrigley Field.

One weak later, the Yellowjackets defeated the Bull-
dogs at Cleveland, They were the conly two NFL teams
who found reason to play a game on the last day of the
1925 ssason.

*

MUDDYING THE WATERS

At this point, one might well wonder where all the
controversy came from, It should be obvious that a
team that is not in & league -- and Pottsville was
officially out eight days before the end of the season
== cannot win the championship of that league, The
Pottsville people argue that the penalty was harsh and

‘would substitute & monetary fine, Realistically, how
appropriate is a monetary penalty to keep a team from
playing an illegal game whereby it might make more
money than the amount of the fine?

* *

However, memory is selective, Q(ver many years the
details of the story faded and only the memory of an
outgtanding team that did NOT win the title remained,

Then, too, events began to unfold in a way that
really muddied the waters,

First, the Cardinals found themselves in trouble
when the truth about the hastily-arranged Thursday
morning game broke in Chicago., 1In order to get eleven
men on the field, the Milwaukee team had puyt four Chi-
cago high school boys in uniform,

Joe Carr investigated immediately and his punish-~
ment was swift, The Milwaukee team was not suspended,
but the owner, Ambrose McCurk, was given 90 days to
sell his club, Art Folz, a Cardinal player who admit-
ted procuring the high school boys for McGurk, was
banned from the NFL for life, And, although everyone
agreed that Chris 0'Brien hadn't known about the ar-

-

—

1

rangement, the Cardinals were still fined $1,GuU0 and
put on probatica,

The Milwaukee game was eventually ruled as not an
official contest although it is still carried in the
1925 staundings appearing in the NFL Record Manual.

At about the same time, Dr, Striegel went to Colum-
bus and begged Carr to reconsider his actionma against
Pottsville., Carr relented to the extent that he agreed
to submit the whole mess to the league owners for re-
view at the February league meeting, In the interim,
Pottsville's suspension held,

The league met on February 6, 1926, at the Hotel
Statler in Detroit., With Dr, Striegel in the room,
President Carr detailed the eventa of the Pottsville
case, Perhaps his most damning statement was: "Three
different notices forbidding the Pottsville club to

play were given and the management elected to play re-
gardless,."

After Carr finished his summary, the owners took ten
minutes to discuss the situation and to hear anything
Dr. Striegel had to say, Then they voted to accept
Carr's report., Pottsville was still out of the NFL.

However, when it came to awarding the 1925 champion-
ship, &2 new snag developed, Eveun without the Milwaukee
game, the Cardinals clearly had the best record of those
teams eligible for the title, But, when it was moved
and seconded thet the Redbirds be awarded the champion-
ship, word arrived from Chris O'Brien that the Cardinals
would not "accept" the championship, The vote was tab-
lad and apparently not picked up again., The NFL never
actually went through the formality of swarding the 1925
Championship to anyone!

The distinction is, of course, purely technical., The
Cardinals -~ with the best record of teams actually in
the NFL at the close of the season -- were indisputably
the league champs, and later Redbird owners have had no
scruples about claiming the 1925 title as part of the
Cardinal heritage, But O'Brien's version of George C,
Scott gave Pottsviile supporters fuel for their fire,

Had Pottoville remained out of the league, there
might have been a chance for clearing up the mess, Their
absence in 1926 might have tipped researchers that the
team had not completed the 1925 season, But Red Grange
got the Maroons back into the NFIL,

At the same Detroit league meeting, Grange and Pyle
amounced they had secured a lease to Yankee Stadium
and intended to put & pro football team in New York,
Understandably, this was distressing news to Tim Maxa,
who held exclusive territorial rights to the Big Apple
for his Giants, Just how important it had been for Joe
Carr to take a stand on the issue of territorial rights
now became clear, 1If the NFL gave into Grange and Pyle
this time, it would scon find itself at the mercy of
every new star who happened along.

When the league turned down Grange and Pyle in their
application for a franchise, the dynamic duo announced
they would form their own league for 1926, By mid-
summer the NFL was involved in a real war with Grange's
American Foothall League,

Discretion became the better part of justice, thris
0'Brien was in deep trouble in Chicago, facing the new
AFL Bulls as well as the Bears, His $1,000 fine was
rescinded to help him operate, Even Art Folz was re-
instated to keep him from playing for the AFL,




One NFL team, Rock Island, jumped to the new league,
but the others hald firm, And that left Pottsville. The
Marpons had a strong team in being but no league to play
in, If they joined Grange, the AFL would gain a great
deal of eredibility., No doubt with some misgivings, the
National Football League readmitted the Marcons at the
league's summer meeting.

Although the move helped the leapgue survive Grange's
challenge, it forever obscured the 1925 situation., For

the 1925 and 1926 standings did not reflect the faet that

from December 12, 1925, until July 10, 1926, the Potts-
ville Meroons were not members of the NFL.
% * %*

IN RETROSPECT...

In summary then, in 1925 the Pottsville Marooms by
their own choice and despite repeated warnings disobeyed
a crucisl NFL rule, As a consequence, they forfeited
their franchise, did not complete their scheduled league
season, and gave up any rights to a championship they
were on the verge of winning. All of this occurred be-
fore December 20, the scheduled end of the 1925 season.

The last two games scheduled by the Chicago Cardinals
at the end of the 1925 season were initiated by Chris
0'Brien, not to secure the championship itself, but to
set up a potentially profitable game with Red Grange and
the Chicago Bears., The games were not ordered by Joe
Carr as claimed by Pottaville, And, although the Mil-

waukee team used ineligible players in one of the games,
the Cardinal management was in no way at fault,

The Cardinals at first refused to accept the champ-
ionship and, in fact, the NFL never officially awarded
one for 1925, However, as the team with the best
record of those eligible for the title, the Cardinals
must be regarded as the 1925 champs.

The attempt by Red Grange and C,C, Pyle to form a
rival pro league in 1926 caused Potteville to be re-
admitted to the NFL, thus obscuring the facts but cer-
tainly not making the Maroons eligible for the champ-
ionship of the previous season.

And, finally, the Pottsville team in 1926 and for
several seasons thereafter wore }ackets with "World
Champions 1925" embliazoned on the back, Apparently
no protest was ever made by the league, and, indeed,
none should have been, The Maroons -- with their wins
over the Cardinals and over the ex-Notre Damers --
quite probably were the best team in the world that
year, Had they chosen to remain in the league until
the end of the season, they might alsc have been NFL
Champions.

Instead, they chose to go for the "guick buck in
Philadelphia, By doing so they did not have a champ-
ionship "stolen" as they have so long claimed, On the
contrary, they discerded it themselves,
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It's nomination time! Send your nominees for presi-
dent, vice-president, secretary, and treasurer to Tom
Nikitas/ 24 Whitman Avenue/ Syosset, NY 11791,

%* %* )

Under the heading of "You Can't Win!" No sooner do
we get the Oorang Tndianm Media Guides in print and
someone comes along with an update. David Neft informs
us that the player who performed under the monicker
"Deadeye' was in reality Jack Thorpe, Jim's brother,

Seriously, we'd appreciate all the updates we can get,
so keep looking.

* * *

We're happy to welcome two new members to P.F.R.A,
They are Stan W, Carlson on Minneapolis, Minn,,and
Bob Kaschner of Mogadore, O, We are pleased to have
you with us, fellas,

* * ¥

Rich Bysina sent this:

MEMO TO: Pete Rozelle & Jim Heffernan {NFL); Pete Elliott,
John Bankert, Don Smith & Joe Horrigan (Prc Foot-
ball Hall of Fame); Bob Braumwart, Bob Carroll &
Vie Frolund (Professional Football Researchers

Asgociation); Hub Arkush & Dan Arkush (Pro Foot-
ball Weekly)

NFL, PFHF, TFRA and PFW Combine to Establish New All-
Time Top Twenty Defensive Categories

This fictional headline could one day become a reality
if enough pro football authorities, researchers, publica-
tions, institutions, and the NFL itself pooled their re-
sources to acknowledge -- on a continuing basis =-- the
contributions made by NFL defensive players,

These categories can be determined from such areas as
interceptions, fumble recoveries, blocked kicks, sacks,
and punting, And it would complement the Hall of Fame's
All-Time Top Twenty list of offemsive players in rushing,
passing, receiving and scoring,

'Defenge’ is referred to by many as the 'name of the
game', So maybe it's time it receives -- as far as recog-
nition and publicity are concerned -- its "fair share’.

The Coffin Cormer would like to editorially "second the
motion." Additionally, we'd like to suggest that it's
high time some very clever people sat down and figured out
some new yardsticks to measure defensive play b:mides the
cumulative marks mentioned by Rich,
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ABOUT PFRA:

The Professional Football Researchers Association was
founded as & non-profit organization on June 22, 1979,
at Canton, Ohio, The purpose of the association is to
foster the study of professional football as a sipnifi-
cant social and athletic institution., It further hopes
to establish an accurate historical account of profes-
sional football and to disseminate research information,

Membership in P,F.R.A, £s open to amyone with & sin-
cere interest in the history of professional football or
related subjects. Members receive: twelve issues of The
Coffin Cormer, the official newsletter/magazine of the
P,¥.R.,A,; the opportunity to submit material to be con-
sidered for publication in the newsletter/magazine: an
end of year Directory of Membership; a specially pre-
pared association publication to be offered at the end
of the year at a membership discount; and & P,F.R.A,
Membership Card.

To join, write to P,F.R.A,/ 218 Wige St., N.E./ N,
Canton, 0,/ 44720,

To help defray operational expenses of the associa-
tion, reasonable dues of $15 per year have been set.

The Coffin Corner
12870 ®t, 30-
N, Huntingdon, PA

15642




